Meetings/
Speakers

2nd Tuesday of the
Month -Septd May

Doors Open at
6:30pm

7:30pm Meeting
Starts

January 12, 2010
Jay High, President
MFFA & Fishing the
Restigouche/
Matapedia Rivers for
spring Atlantic
Salmon

February 9, 2010 Jim
Norton 8 Fishing in
Southwestern Mon-
tana (2004-2008 trips)

March 9, 2010 John
Mageed Fish Habitat
Biologist, NH Fish and
Game, The Nash
Stream Restoration
Project
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President 6s

On behalf of the Board of Directors of
Merrimack River Valley Chapter of TU,
itds my
and friends of the chapter a great holi-
day season and
Wedre | ooking
year with many members continuing to
contribute to all of the good things in
which we are involved.

We have taken a bullish stance re:
moving forward with a strong conser-
vation agenda for the coming year and
beyond. Our plan is to focus on mak-
ing a positive (read tangible) impact on
our home waters-- in particular, the
Piscataquog and Souhegan Rivers.
The chapter invested $1,500 this past
year to buy 11 water temperature
monitors/recorders. These units have
been underwater in these two streams
for a number of months. The objective
is to capture data that will be useful in
helping to steer stream improvement
efforts down the road.

On top of this, the chapter is also look-
ing to be a partner in a major project
that will improve cold water fisheries
habitat in the Souhegan. We have ap-
for
from TU National ($10,000) to contrib-
ute to a Feasibility Study examining
the removal of two dams on the Sou-
hegan River near the center of Milford
(the town of Milford will issue contracts
for the study). If these dams are taken
down, six more miles of river will be
opened for fish passage- note that the
removal of the Merrimack Village Dam
during the summer
miles of the Souhegan River dam free,
starting at the Merrimack River and
running to the Milford dams. (MRV TU
members worked hard during the 6
year process of removing the Merri-
mack dam).
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Stretches of the river near the two im- a mp
poundments associated with these Mil-
ford dams will see significant improve-
ments in terms of habitat for cold water
fish; these sections are officially listed
by the state as fi
ter has committed $1,500 and 160
hours of volunteer effort as part of the
match required by TU to qualify for this
grant (this will be over at least a two-
year period). Deb Loiselle, River Res-
toration Coordinator with the NH Dept.
of Environmental Services, Dam Bu-
reau, guided us through the applica-
tion process. She is a great ally of TU.
Pat Tormey from our Board of Direc-
tors put in a ton of work to get our pro-
posal finished; Gerry Crow and Burr
Tupper also contributed. We will know

mp a

-A-8t A & aim o ia aech, 2010 if we will receive the

grant. In any event, this is shaping up

to be a great opportunity for the chap-

ter to make a signifi
contribution.

Did | mention that we are being bullish
regarding funding a number of good
projects? This makes it more impor-
tant that we notch up our fund raising
efférts. BQ 8ventsaahing dodn: The
Conservation Banquet April 24th in-
cludes our grand raffle. Selling as
many banquet tickets and raffle tickets
as possible will help keep the wheels
on the financial cart.

To repeat: Happy New Year to all, look
forward to another good TU year.

Jeff
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Fly Fishing Classes 2010

Let 6 s GoFlyFishingdlassgs for 2010 are listed be-
low. These classes are free and they are a great opportu-
nity to learn about Fly Fishing including; equipment, reading
the hatch, tying a fly, fly selection, how to read the water,
places to fish, ethics and ecology. To register for a class,
just click on the link provided. Please share the class
schedule with friends and family.

Manchester City Library

Amoskeag Fishways Thursdays, April 8, 15, 22, 29, 6:30pm-8:30pm
Mondays, March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 7pm-9pm Register at Manchester Library website:;
Register at Fishways website http://manchesterlibrary.org/
www.amoskeagfishways.org Lead Instructor: Stan Jodziewicz
Lead Instructors: Mary Weiss, Burr Tupper,
Stan Jodziewicz Pelham Fish and Game Club

Saturday, April 10, 8:30am-4:30pm
Nashua Public Library To register, send email to Gerry Crow at
Monday, March 1; Wednesday, March 10; Monday March  gerrycrow@charter.net
15 and Monday March 22, 6:30pm-8:30 pm Lead instructors: Gerry Crow and Stan Jodziewicz
Register at Nashua Library website:
www.nashua.lib.nh.us Casting Day for classes will be at Lake Massabesic in Man-
Lead Instructor: Ron Hamel chester on Saturday, May 1 from 9am-11am.

Chapter Camping Trip ~ Coleman State Park

Now that the Holidays are behind us, itb
new gear you got. Sign up soon and donodt
Park. We have 15 sites for June 24, 25, & 26. The cost is $90 per site and includes the 3
-night reservation. The Chapter Dinner will be held on Saturday, June 26" and the cost
will be $15 per person. The dinner is o]}
staying at the campground or have other
we had a lot of positive responses to this annual event so reserve your spot early.

To reserve a spot for camping and/or dinner contact Ron Hamel at 4
RMHamel@comcast.net or (978) 835-8857. Checks should be made out to MRV-TU and
sent to Burr Tupper, 47 River Road, New Boston, NH 03070.

Merrimack River Valley Chapter-TU Textbook Stipend

The MRV-TU Textbook Stipend is a $500.00 textbook schol- 6. Demonstrate successful completion of their first semester
arship awarded to a high school senior who will be attending a of college by sending transcript to address given

college or university during the 2009 i 2010 academic year as Merrimack River Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited does not
a full-time or part-time student. The stipend is not paid to the  discriminate based on race or gender.

student but is deposited in the studentds name with the co
or universityds bookstore. TIRequirmentpend pays for textbooks
Up to two grants will be awarded. The student must submit the following documents:

1. A 300-500 word essay on the given topic
Eligibility 2. A completed application form

The stipend is available to current high schools seniors within 3. Two letters of recommendation from high school instruc-
the Chapterds designated ar ea. toApnplddingcoaenrons a sniencetinstradtot e nd a c o
lege or university in the 2010 7 2011 academic year and suc- 4. Their high school transcript, and

cessfully complete the first semester of their freshman year. 5. Their first semester college transcript (to address given)

The applicant must:

1. Be currently enrolled full-time as a high school senior For more information please contact Chapter Board members

2. Plan to attend college in the fall of 2010 Stan Jodziewicz or Pat Tormey (for contact info please see

3. Plan to study in the environmental sciences back page of this newsletter).

4. Have a minimum high school GPA of 2.5

5. Live in the area covered by the MRV-TU


mailto:RMHamel@comcast.net
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The Connecticut Runs Through It: Revisiting Vermont v. New Hampshire Part 1 ~ Mike Croteau

The Connecticut River, sandwiched between shores of Ver-
mont and New Hampshire, is the property of New Hampshire.
In law, that is. New Hampshire and Vermont share the same
trout and salmon fishery, and residents of either state may fish
the Connecticut River wusing
gally, New Hampshire has ownership over the river and a valid
New Hampshire fishing license is required in order to take fish.
But fishing aside for a moment, the story of the Connecticut
River being the boundary line between New Hampshire and
Vermont has important historical significance. It begins in 1741
and ends in 1933. The history recounted, here, is taken di-
rectly from the case Vermont v. New Hampshire, 289 U.S. 593
(1933). Justice Stone delive
Appointed the Royal Governor of New Hampshire in July, 1741,
Benning Wentworth was commissioned by the English Monar-
chy to issue grants of settlement in the north and south western
territory of the Province of New Hampshire that stretched over
the Connecticut River into what is today the state of Vermont.
In 1741, however, what is today Vermont was then the Prov-
ince of New York. New York, which owned the land west of
the Connecticut, had been a grant to James, Duke of York, by
his brother Charles 11 of Ju
land from the west of the Connecticut River to the east side of
Del aware Bay. o0
In exercising his authority, Governor Wentworth expanded New
Hampshirebs province
Hudson River. The grants issued by Wentworth around 1752
and 1764 established small government settlements in the land
west of the river. Twenty three of these settlements bordered
the river. The boundary line, either by express grant or by im-
plication, began at a designated site marked by a natural condi-
tion or monument. During the issuance of these land grants,
the Connecticut River had seen much use on both sides by
hunters and fishermen, alike.

By 1749, controversy between the provinces of New Hampshire
and that of New York over territorial rights became heated.
While the conflict subsided during the French and Indian war
which ended around 1763, in 1764, the dispute over rights to
the land between the Hudson and the Connecticut Rivers was
brought before the King in Council for adjudication. The dis-
pute was reviewed by the Lords of Trade who made their rec-
ommendation to the Council on July 10, 1764. The Province of
New York contended it was entitled to all lands west of the
Connecticut River as stated under the grant of the Duke of

New Yorko6s eagerness to exerci
New York authorities frustrate
the New Hampshire Grants along the western boundary. This
lead to opposition and violence in the colonial settlements. A

t nmoeement for mdepesderece wad started iby teenssttters of the B

New Hampshire Grants. This movement weakened New York
government és provincial aut hor
Hampshire Grants. The territory of grant settlements would
become known as the state of Vermont, a free and independent

sovereign. This new state of Vermont would assert the bound-
ary |line fAeast on the Connect
Hampshire Grants extend. o

Prierdo 1791 eVer@ont adlaimédsits urgsdiction ¢orthe thread of
the river was restricted to the low water mark on the western
side. In August of 1781, Congress made a resolution which
was upheld by the Vermont Legislature on February 22, 1789.
Representatives from Vermont offered appeals to Congress in
favor of a new independent state. New York continued to as-
sert its authority over the territory. A Congressional committee
report sent to the New Hampshire Legislature in 1779 sug-

rogsted New Hampsirg gstablish s glaim to the, Ney Hamp-¢ ¢ ¢

shire grants on the condition that should Vermont be recog-
nized as an independent state by the Congress, New Hamp-
shire would reconcile its claims to the dispute over the bound-

we st war dantlife, ahdustil COMyeds Bolld actPthem@ter, fik thjd-  t

ri sdiction of the territory fia
the Connecticut River and no f
The committee recommended Congress guarantee New York

and New Hampshire their settlements lying outside the New
Hampshire Grants Ain case the
respective claims to the said districts called the New Hampshire
Grants or the State of Vermont, bounded east by Connecticut
riveréformerly granted by the
The recommendation had been published in a report submitted

to Congress on August 2, 1781. On August 7, Congress, by
resoluti on, agreed that should
ence, it would fAconsider all t
shire and New York, respectively, without the limits of Vermont
aforesaid, as coming within the mutual guaranty of territory con-
tained in the Articles of Conf
On August 8, Congress appointed a five person committee to

York. New Hampshire, on the other hand, countered the . ) i

boundary line stretched twenty miles east of the Hudson River, meet with the inhabitants of t
The King in Council held on Jwelsyt x0,del1 0d4.,t hipt Conwestécnutb&
of the Connecticut River o f i x®odgretshuldorecagnizé ¥ernyont bseah indepemdent sbver- p r

inces of New Hampshire and New York:
Ai[H]is Majesty doth
western banks of the River Connecticut, from where it enters
the Province of Massachusetts Bay, as far north as the forty-
fifth degree of northern latitude, to be the boundary line be-
tween the said two Provinces of New Hampshire and New
Yor k. o

New York under three royal Governors agreed to establish the
river as the eastern boundary of the province. Despite an effort
by New Hampshire in 1771 to rescind this order, both provinces
upheld the validity of the order until the outbreak of the Ameri-
can Revolution.

eign. Representatives of Vermont submitted proposals on Au-

accordinglaigto BdhdrésLakd d&ihel B bouRdar lindlskeichify” ©

eastward fito the west bank of
the river as it tends to the 4
Ver mont 6s boundaries were si mi

sional resolution of August 7, thus, making the New Hampshire
grant settlements along the ri
Connecticut River. o0

Continued in February 2010 Newsletter
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2010 Annual Conservation Banquet

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!

The Conservation Banquet will take place on Saturday, April 24 at the Derryfield Country
Club in Manchester (http://www.derryfieldrestaurant.com/) from 6:30pm to 10:30pm.
There is a full buffet menu with five courses, from soup to nuts and a cash bar.
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The tickets are $30.00 a person and will be sold up to one week prior to the event. The
prizes list is over $3,500.00 in value. Bring your family, friends, bring your neighbors. Get
your tickets today or buy them at the next Chapter meeting.

2010 ANNUAL CONSERVATION BANQUET ORDER FORM

Name:

Street Address:

City/State/Zip Code:
Number of Tickets X $30.00 =

______Hold Tickets at Door

Please Mail

Make Checks Payable to: MERRIMACK RIVER VALLEY TU
Mail To: Burr Tupper/ Banquet Tickets, 47 River Road, New Boston, NH 0307

SHOWCASE YOUR TALENT OR BUSINESS!!!

Prizes for this yeards Banquet are already being
Last year we had wine and food items, and this year we want to expand on the idea. Do you have a craft or ¢
you would like to share? Send an email to Mike at the address below. If you own a business or work for a co
that may want to donate an item or service for auction please let us know.

Michael Croteau entaibteau60@msn.com

Fly Fish New Hampshire Show ~ March 6 & 7, 2010

The chapter is sponsoring the
2010 FLY FISH NEW HAMP-
SHIRE SHOW at the Pelham
Fish & Game Club in Pelham
NH. The show will be held this
year on SAT/SUN 3/6 &

3/7. This is a great show to visit
with interesting vendors, presen-
tations and hourly raffles.

mission, sell raffle tickets, speak
with visitors concerning the
chapter and fishing in New
Hampshire, and assist with the
general operation of the

show. Workers have ample time
to visit the sho
peruse the exhibits.

For more information please call or
email Ron. Reporting information will
be sent to volunteers at a later date.

Ron Peimer, 603-716-6284,
mrtunews@comcast.net

We have openings for help for

the following shifts: Please print and post the flyer

Along with our partner, Pelham

Fish & Game Club, we need vol-
unteers to assist with the
show. Volunteers get free ad-

when you receive it in your
Friday afternoon for set up i email!!!

Time TBD



cies, watershed preservation, wildlife
management, and fish behavior. Par-
ticipants will also learn essential fly
fishing skills that include fly casting, fly
tying, fly selection, streamside ethics
and etiquette, knot tying, reading water,
and water safety.

Eight youths, ages 14 to 17, who show

VOLUME XVIII, ISSB 5 PAGE 5
NH TU Kidos Tr ofannereginhgppidoorsagd fly 0 N i Y S oot o0 CAM
fishing will be selected to attend this July 14 T 18, 2010
yeards camp. Part i CAMP APPLICATION
sen based upon their written essay — .
indicating his/her desire to attend Application must be received by
and what she/he hopes to learn and April 15, 2010
a letter of recommendation. Appli- .
cations will be accepted until April Appl|cant_Na.me: i
15, 2010. Camper tuition, including Date of B'rth'. . Sex:
meals and lodging, is $425. All Par.e'nt/Guardlan. Name:
fishing and fly-tying equipment and ~ Mailing Address:
materials are provided. Full and Telephone #
partial financial assistance is avail- ~ EMail
able. For more information or to L .
Accepting Applications for 2010 obtain an application/brochure, con-  APPplication must include:
Camp tact Yvonne Nanasi at 1. Atyped essay (at least 250
yln@comcast.net or (603)472-3247. words) explaining why you would
According to a 2009 camp participant, like to attend the_camp a_nd what
AiTrout Camp i s awes o0 Interestedinbecoming a business you expect to gain from It
of the best New Hampshire fishing or individual sponsor or being a (conservation and fishing as-
guides, along with the decades of ex- camp volunteer counselor or in- pects). .
perience brought by NH Fish & Game structor? Contact Yvonne to find 2. A recommendation Ietter(_s) from
Department staff and outhowtoshare your commitment your school counselpr,_smence
no surprise that campers leave excited to conservation and devotion to fly teacher or Trout Unlimited Chap-
with the information and skills to be fishing, or interest in supporting a ter 5|gne_d with thelr address and
ethical anglers and dedicated conser- program that is developing the next contact information (phone/
vationists. generation of active TU members. email).
The 2010 NH TU Kidsd New Hampshi reds T|Sendapp|ication’essayandrec-
scheduled_for QUIy 147 18 at the Metal- Camp is hosted by the NH Council ommendation letter to:
I:_:lk Lodg_e in Pittsburg, NH: The cur- of Trout Unlimited. Built on a model NH Kidsd Trout Camp
riculum includes presentations on ecol- of other successful Trout Unlimited Yvonne Nanasi
ogy, aquatic entomology, invasive spe- youth programs around the country, 41 Briar Rd.

NH6s Camp i s dedi (Bedford, NH03110
ing youth about our cold-water fish-

eries conservation and the art and

the science of fly-fishing. Sup- Yvonne Nanasi, Camp Director, at

ported by New Ham|yin@comcast.netor (603) 472-3247
Unlimited local chapters as well as

numerous businesses, educators
and outdoors people, Trout Camp

For more information contact:

provides the learning experience of
a lifetime!

Chapter Offers Beginner Fly Tying Classes

The Chapter will be offering two beginner fly tying classes in January and February. Registration-oettieulgstes Mashua and Man-
chester libraries. Dick Peterson and Jim Norton will be presenting the classes and could use a few tyets Yoavark vdtio stuen n e e d
expert to volunteer; itds hel ping wi thdrbsjime@conicastniatallgl33254.f you wo

INTRODUCTION TO FLY TYING
Learn about the tools, materials, threads, and hooks requyiiregl fordljpanda session, you'll tie nymph, wetnstreand dry flies. Tools and
materials provided, but you may bring your own if you wish. Class is for adults and children over 12 if aticompanied by an adu

Nashua Library Saturday January 23 190#RM
Pre Registration required
www.nashualibrary.org

Manchester Library Saturday, February 6 Noon to 4:30PM
PreRegistration required
www.manchester.lib.nh.us




